From: Olson, Edward (MPCA)

To: Evison, Leah

Subject: FW: Excavation request- General Mills Site, Letter from SECIA
Date: Tuesday, April 29, 2014 1:15:17 PM

Attachments: Excavation letter.pdf

Timelime Attachment 2.pdf

Here is the original mailing from SECIA.

Ed

From: Neve, Hans (MPCA)

Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 2014 5:19 PM

To: Rude-Young, CoriAhna (MPCA); Brungardt, Sam (MPCA); Campbell, Fred (MPCA); Olson, Edward

(MPCA)

Cc: Burman, Sandeep (MPCA); Sather, Kathryn (MPCA); Koudelka, Kirk (MPCA); Weckwerth, Cindy M.
(Cindy.Weckwerth@minneapolismn.gov); Huff, Daniel A. (Daniel.Huff@minneapolismn.gov); Messing,
Rita (MDH); Kelly, James (MDH); Herbrandson, Carl (MDH); Kadrie, Julie (MDH)

Subject: FW: Excavation request- General Mills Site, Letter from SECIA

From: Ricardo McCurley [mailto:ricardo@comogreenvillage.info]
Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 2014 3:55 PM

To: Mary Sands; Neve, Hans (MPCA)
Cc: Lee Anderson-WHQ; Cam Gordon; Kevin Reich
Subject: Excavation request

Dear Mary and Hans,

Attached is a letter and two documents from our board requesting immediate excavation of the
GMI/Henkel dump site. Paper copies are being sent by mail. | can relay any questions or
comments you have to board. Talk to you soon,

Ricardo McCurley
Neighborhood Coordinator

South East Como Improvement Association

Como Green Village
1170 15th Avenue, Ste 302

Minneapolis, MN 55414
(612) 676-1731
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SOUTHEAST MIMNHMEAROLIS

SECIA

(see-key-ah)

1170 15th Ave SE
Minneapolis, MN
55414

www.secomo.org
comogreenvillage.info
secomo@secomo.org

612-676-1731

Find us on
Facebook

The Southeast Como
Improvement Association
works to maintain and
enhance the physical, social,
and economic environment

of our neighborhood.

Through programs that serve
our community’s present and
future needs, through
communication, stewardship,
and citizen involvement, we
strive to foster a sense of
community and to promote
the neighborhood as a
vibrant place to live and

work.

Barr Engineering Company

4700 West 77th Street, Suite 200
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55435
Attn: Mary Sands, VP

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road North

St Paul, Minnesota 55155

Attn: Hans Neve

On Tuesday, March 25th the South East Como Improvement Association (SECIA)
Environment Committee met with Hans Neve (MPCA) who was invited to answer
questions from our neighborhood. The main topic was the recent mailing from the
MPCA which was sent to all households in the TCE plumb plus 100 feet outside. The
disturbing thing about this mailing, while colorful, was the "Soil gas contamination
source response" extended well into 2016. Hans told the committee that the MPCA
has directed Barr Eng to develop another remediation plan in 90 days from March
11th.

SECIA and others received an email from Cam Gordon, City Council Member, Second
Ward dated March 2, 2014 after a meeting with lawyers and experts involved with the
potential Class Action Lawsuit against General Mills Inc related to the TCE in the
Como neighborhood. He indicated that he felt that the "MPCA's handling of the TCE
soil contamination has been less aggressive and protective than it should have been,
and that the current mitigation is seriously inadequate." and among other things
".....GMI's own consultant recommended removal of all the contaminated soil in the
80's but the MPCA did not require this." Councilman Gordon went on to mention
removal of the contaminated soil and monitoring of the air in the homes.

A review of the undated 1980's Exhibit A (to what we don't know) “Remedial Action
Plan” was made and was found to be only a Ground Water Pump-out Plan and Ground
Water Monitoring Program. This plan stated: "The treated water effluent shall be
discharged to the storm water drainage...." and "The air exhaust from the column will
be discharged to the atmosphere at an elevation of not less than 25 feet above the
ground". Documents show that this was done for a time but, stopped sometime in the
1990's.

Also reviewed was the 1983 "Site Characterization Study and Remedial Action Plan"
prepared by Barr Engineering Co. for General Mills, Inc. This copy is not signed but the
signature block indicated MN PE Registration No 9421. This report includes history of
the disposal site from 1947 to 1962. A small disposal facility consisted of three 55 gal
drums that were perforated, stacked one on top of another, and buried with the bottom
of the deepest drum 10 to 12 feet below the ground. The "slop laboratory solvents"
were poured into a 2 inch diameter standpipe and down into the top drum. There was
no record of how much was poured into these drums. Below this was 12 feet of fill over
peat and then 30 to 40 feet of fine to medium sand. Below that Decorah Shale and
Platteville Limestone. The ground water is at about 12 feet below the ground surface.
On page 20, it is concluded that the soil is not contaminated beyond a 50 foot radius
(that is 100 foot diameter) and the highest concentrations are within a 20 to 30 foot
radius (that is 40 to 60 foot diameter). CONCLUSIONS on page 39 include: "The
majority of the solvent is estimated to be between a depth of 15 and 30 feet below the
ground surface" and "The former disposal site is a logical source of the solvents in the
glacial drift groundwater to the southwest." RECOMMENDATIONS on page 40





include: "The solvents in the soil immediately below the disposal site should be
removed or otherwise contained since these solvents are present in the largest
quantities and since they will likely act as a source for further solvent migration from
the site." and ".....the movement of the glacial drift plume should continue to be
monitored....." SOURCE REMOVAL on page 41 includes: "The potential source of
solvents to the glacial drift groundwater system is the material that remains in the soil
directly below the disposal site." This report then goes on to describe three alternate
methods of removing the soil at the disposal site and hauling it to a secure landfill,
out-of-state. The recommendation was to excavate 45 feet in diameter, 12 to 30 feet
deep which would remove 85% of solvents at a cost of $500,000. This was considered
the most cost effective (for GMI). Two alternates were presented including Option 1,
45 foot diameter, 12 to 20 feet deep which would remove only 25% to 35% of solvents
at a cost of $350,000 and Option 2, 70 foot diameter and 12 to 30 feet deep which
would remove 98% of the solvents at a cost of $1,100,000. HOWEVER, THEY DID
NONE!

The people of Como, certainly those in and near the plume, have lost faith in GMI, Barr
and MPCA and are under mental and emotional anguish and stress, we need ACTION
NOW! Please help us expedite the excavation of the disposal site. We know this will
be a difficult process given a 50 foot radius requires cooperation from Burlington
Northern. We have worked with them often over the last few years and will help your
contractors connect with the appropriate BNSF personnel. We also want the MPCA
mailing to be revised to include immediate excavation of the disposal site 100 feet in
diameter and 30 to 35 feet deep (see Attachment 1) and the timeline to extend to June
2015 not into 2016, (see Attachment 2).

Reports reviewed and this analysis drafted by Theodore C. Johnson,PE
Civil Engineer, Minnesota Registration Number 7873
Board Member, South East Como Improvement Association

Approved by SECIA Board, Tuesday April 1, 2014
cc: Lee Anderson, General Mill Inc.

Cam Gordon, Minneapolis Councilmember, Ward 2
Kevin Reich, Minneapolis Councilmember, Ward 1
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